OK TO ENTER: /E.S,/ 



AMENDMENT AFTER FINAL 
U.S. Application No. 10/551,651 



Atty. Docket No.: 4255-22 
Art Unit No.: 3653 



AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS: 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, 
of claims in the application: 

1 . (Previously presented) A recording medium discharge mechanism 
positioned between an original capturing portion arranged in a device upper 
portion and a feeding portion arranged in a device lower portion of an image 
forming apparatus, comprising: 

a recording medium placement surface being a bottom surface of a 
discharge space, the discharge space having an open portion laterally to a 
downstream side in a recording medium discharge direction and receiving the 
recording medium that has undergone image formation in an image-forming 
portion of the image forming apparatus, 

wherein a discharge direction length of the recording medium placement 
surface is shorter than a length of a paper cassette of the feeding portion 
arranged to hold one or more types of recording media used in the image 
forming apparatus; 

a biasing member; and 

a side wall member being provided at the downstream end portion in the 
recording medium discharge direction of the recording medium placement 
surface, 

wherein the side wall member is arranged to be capable of moving 
between an upright state that closes the open portion of the downstream side 



OK TO ENTER: /E.S./ 



.2- 



! 52541? 



OK TO ENTER: /E.S./ 



AMENDMENT AFTER FINAL 
U.S. Application No. 10/551,651 



Atty. Docket No.: 4255-22 
Art Unit No.: 3653 



in the recording medium discharge direction in the discharge space and a laid 
flat state in which the placement surface for placing a discharged recording 
medium is extended toward the downstream side in the recording medium 
discharge direction, and 

wherein the side wall member is arranged to receive a biasing force to the 
upright state by the biasing member and is configured to move from the 
upright state to the laid flat state against the biasing force by the biasing 
member only upon receiving an external force from the recording medium 
having a discharge speed greater than a predetermined speed or having a 
hardness greater than a predetermined hardness when the recording medium 
has been discharged to the discharge space in the upright state of the side wall 
member that closes the open position. 

Claims 2-3 (Canceled) 

4. (Currently amended) A recording medium discharge mechanism 
positioned between an original capturing portion arranged in a device upper 
portion and a feeding portion arranged in a device lower portion of an image 
forming apparatus, comprising: 

a recording medium placement surface being a bottom surface of a 
discharge space, the discharge space having an open portion laterally to a 
downstream side in a recording medium discharge direction and receiving the 
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recording medium that has undergone image formation in an image-forming 
portion of the image forming apparatus, 

wherein a discharge direction length of the recording medium placement 
surface is shorter than a length of a paper cassette of the feeding portion 
arranged to hold one or more types of recording media used in the image 
forming apparatus; 

a side wall member being provided at the downstream end portion in the 
recording medium discharge direction of the recording medium placement 
surface, 

wherein the side wall member is arranged to be capable of moving 
between an upright state that closes the open portion of the downstream side 
in the recording medium discharge direction in the discharge space and a laid 
flat state in which the placement surface for placing a discharged recording 
medium is extended toward the downstream side in the recording medium 
discharge direction; and 

a drive mechanism configured to move the side wall member from the 
upright state to the laid flat state prior to a discharge operation of the recording 
medium only when t he .dev ice determines that a discharge direction length 
dimension of the recording medium to undergo image formation in the image- 
forming portion is longer than a length of the recording medium placement 
surface, 
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wherein the drive mechanism is further configured to move the side wall 
member from the laid flat state to the upright state following a determination 
l l \ <• I i of. ^removal of the recording medium placed on the recording 
medium placement surface in the laid flat state of the side wall member. 

5. (Previously presented) The recording medium discharge mechanism 
according to claim 1 , which is configured such that, when the discharge 
direction length of the recording medium placement surface of the discharge 
space is given as LI, the length of a the paper cassette of the feeding portion 
arranged to hold one or more types of recording media used in the image 
forming apparatus is given as L2, and an extension length dimension toward a 
downstream side in the recording medium discharge direction when the side 
wall member has been put into the laid flat state is given as L3, 

L3 < L2-L1. 

6. (Previously presented) The recording medium discharge mechanism 
according to claim 1 , wherein the side wall member is structured using a 
transparent member or a semitransparent member. 

7. (Previously presented) An image forming apparatus comprising the 
recording medium discharge mechanism according to claim 1 , an original 
capturing portion arranged at an upper portion of the recording medium 
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discharge mechanism, and a feeding portion arranged at a lower portion of the 
recording medium discharge mechanism. 

Claims 8- 1 1 (Canceled) 

12. (Previously presented) The recording medium discharge mechanism 
of claim 4, wherein the drive mechanism comprises: 
a rod attached to the side wall member; and 
a solenoid attached to the rod and arranged to move the rod. 

Claims 13-15 (Canceled) 

16. (Previously presented) The recording medium discharge mechanism 
according to claim 4, wherein an optical sensor is provided on a recording 
medium carry path for identifying a length dimension in the discharge direction 
of the recording medium to undergo image formation in the image-forming 
portion. 

17. (Previously presented) The recording medium discharge mechanism 
according to claim 1 , wherein the discharge space is formed interior to an 
image forming apparatus formed by the original capturing portion and the 
feeding portion. 
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18. (Previously presented) The recording medium discharge mechanism 
according to claim 4, wherein the discharge space is formed interior to an 
image forming apparatus formed by the original capturing portion and the 
feeding portion. 

19. (Previously presented) The recording medium discharge mechanism 
according to claim 1 , wherein the discharge space is separate from an original 
discharge space of the original capturing portion into which originally scanned 
documents are discharged after being scanned. 

20. (Previously presented) The recording medium discharge mechanism 
according to claim 4, wherein the discharge space is separate from an original 
discharge space of the original capturing portion into which originally scanned 
documents are discharged after being scanned. 

2 1 . (Previously presented) The recording medium discharge mechanism 
according to claim 4, which is configured such that, when the discharge 
direction length of the recording medium placement surface of the discharge 
space is given as LI, the length of a the paper cassette of the feeding portion 
arranged to hold one or more types of recording media used in the image 
forming apparatus is given as L2, and an extension length dimension toward a 
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downstream side in the recording medium discharge direction when the side 
wall member has been put into the laid flat state is given as L3, 
L3 < L2 - LI. 

22. (Previously presented) The recording medium discharge mechanism 
according to claim 4, wherein the side wall member is structured using a 
transparent member or a semitransparent member. 

23. (Previously presented) An image forming apparatus comprising the 
recording medium discharge mechanism according to claim 4, an original 
capturing portion arranged at an upper portion of the recording medium 
discharge mechanism, and a feeding portion arranged at a lower portion of the 
recording medium discharge mechanism. 
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